Dear Premier Stelmach,

Office of the Premier
Room 307, Legislature Building
10800 - 97th Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta
T5K 2B6

My name is _________________and I live in _______________.  

I recently became aware of a proposal by the Eastern Irrigation District to amend its license allowing them to distribute water for any purpose.   There are a number of concerns that I would like to raise with you about this license and the larger ramifications on water use in Alberta.

1.  This amendment sets a dangerous precedent not just for the EID but for all other water licensees.  Allowing a licensee to allocate its water to other uses puts important water management decision-making power in the wrong hands.   This authority should reside with the provincial government as it ensures public accountability.

2.  This amendment is a loophole.  Granting the EID this amendment would allow them to bypass the Water Act’s transfer system which allows for public input, consideration of environmental impacts, and the opportunity to ‘retain’ some water for the public good in the event of proposed water use changes.  This effectively delegates decision-making power to the EID that now rests with the government.  The transfer system was established in 1999 specifically to allow dealing with moving water from one type of use to another.

3.  Allowing this amendment to go forward pushes this province closer to a water market system.  While there may be a role for a market system in our future, the government should take the necessary steps today to ensure there is enough water for basic human and environmental river flows. 

4.  The amount of water EID states it would allocate to other uses is equivalent to servicing 65,000 households annually.  

The Crown holds the water in trust for the public – not water licensees.  Allowing water licensees to become water brokers is not in the best interest of Albertans.  

The important question is: Who should decide who gets the water?  This difficult decision cannot reside within a private interest.    It is time the government stepped in to find a solution that meets everyone’s needs – not just those of the water licensees.  

